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Status of the Claims 

. 1. (Currently Amended) A process for e nhanc i ng a s e arch implemented 
across a network , comprising the steps of: 
5 receiving a identification of at least one source c ele ct i on from specified 

by a user at. a terminal : 

receiving resu l ts of - a - sea f sh a search quen/ from the user, the search 
ouerv comprising at least one search parameter specified bv the user; aff4 

e nhancing th e providing a refined search r e su l ts with information from 
10 th e- se le ct e d sourc e , wherein the refinement comprises any of 

using information from at least one of the user-specified sources 
in conjunction with the received search parameters to perform the 
search, 

performing the search with the received search parameters and 
15 subsequently refining search results with information from at least one 

of the user-specified sources, and 

performing the search with the received search parameters and 
subsequently providing any of organizing and sorting , of the search 
results with information from at least one of the user-specified sources: 
20 and 

returning the results of the refined search to any of the user and a 
recipient other than the user . 

2. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1, wherein the terminal 
25 comprises any of a personal computer a laptop computer, a personal digital 
assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile device, a wired device 
and a wireless device furth e r - compris i ng th e st e p of: 
returning th e enh a nced r e sults to th e us e r . 

30 3. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1 , furth e r compr i sing the st e p 
eff 

s e nd i ng th e enhanc e d r e su l ts to a r e cipi e nt wherein at least one of the 
user-specified sources comprises any of a person and an entity associated 
with the user . 

35 

4. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 3 1, wherein the recipient is 
selected by the user. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim S 1, wherein the recipient is 
determined based on the enhanced results. 

6. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 3 1, wherein the recipient is 
5 determined based on information input by the user. 

7. (Original) The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

receiving information from a recipient; and 

selectively sending the enhanced results to the recipient based upon 
10 any of the received information and a selection of the recipient by the user. 

8. (Original) The process of Claim 7, wherein the received information 
comprises an interest in the enhanced results. 

15 9. (Original) The process of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
querying the selected source; and 
receiving the information from the selected source. 

10. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1, wherein the recipient is 
20 any of a selected peer, a friend, a family relative, a student, a neighbor, any 
of a person or entity within a zip code region, and a member of a network of 
people associated with the user st e p of e nhanc i ng tho resu l ts compr i s e s 
r e f i nem e nt of th e r e c ei ved - s e arch r e su l ts bas e d upon th e-f oformat i on . 

25 11 (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 4 10, wherein the networl< of 
people comprises any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends 
st e p of e nhancing th e r e sults compr i s e s organiz i ng the r e c ei v e d s e arch 
r es ult s bas e d upon th e i nform a tioR , 

30 12, (Original) The process of Claim 1, wherein the selected source 
comprises a ratings service. 

13. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1, furth e r oompr i s i ng tho stop 
off 

35 receiving a opoo i f i od search pa f am e ter from th e us e r; and 

wherein the identified s e l e ct e d source specified bv the user comprises 
one of the spec i f i ed received search param e ter parameters . 
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14. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 1, wherein the received 
search parameters have an applicability to one or more subjects, the process 

. further comprising the steps of: 

r e ce i ving at le ast - qr 6 sp e cif ie d s e arch param e ter-from th e us e r, e ach 
5 ■ of th e sp e cif ie d s ea rch param e t e r hav i ng an a pp li cab i l i ty to on e or mor e 
subjeot e ; 

r e c ei v i ng a search query from the UG o r; 

determining a subject matter of a the received search query; and 
integrating any of the sp e c i fi e d received search parameters with the 
10 search query, wherein the integrated received search parameters are 
applicable to the determined subject matter . 

15. (Original) The process of Claim 14, wherein the subject matter is 
explicitly determined from user input. 

15 

16. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 14, wherein the subject 
matter Is i- mp ti citly determined from the received search c^stef y parameters . 

17. (Currently Amended) A process for enhanc i ng a soarch implemented 
20 across a network , comprising the steps of: 

soliciting from a user at a terminal any of an identification and a 
selection of at least one information source: 

receiving a search query and at l e ast on e sourc e s ele ct i on from a the 
use r the search query comprising at least one search parameter specified by 
25 the user : 

providing a refined search, wherein the refinement comprises any of 

using information from at least one of the solicited information 
sources in conjunction with the received search parameters to perform 
the search, 

30 performing the search with the received search parameters and 

subsequently refinino search results with information from at least one 

of the solicited information sources, and 

performing the search with the received search parameters and 

subseouently providing any of organizing and sorting of the search 
35 results with information from at least one of the solicited information 

sources; and 

returning the results of the refined search to any of the user and a 
recipient other than the user 
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mod i fying th e search qu e ry bas e d upon informat i on from th e sel e cted 
. Gourc o : and 

p e rforming a searc t =i - bas e d upon the mod i f i ed search qu e ry . 

5 18. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 17, wherein the terminal 
comprises any of a personal computer, a laptop computer, a personal digital 
assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile device, a wired device 
and a wireless device furth e r compr i s i ng th e st e p of: 
return i ng r e su l ts of tho ooarch to th e user . 

10 

19. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 17, furth e r compr i s i ng th e 
step of: 

s e nd i ng r e su l ts of th e s e arch to a r e c i p ie nt wherein at least one of the 
solicited information sources comprises any of a person and an entity 
15 associated with the user . 

20. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 4© 17, wherein the recipient 
is selected by the user. 

20 21. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 49 17, wherein the recipient 
is determined based on the results. 

22. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 49 17, wherein the recipient 
is determined based on information input by the user. 

25 

23. (Original) The process of Claim 17, further compnsing the steps of: 

receiving information from a recipient; and 

selectively sending the results of the search to the recipient based 
upon any of the received information and a selection of the recipient by the 
30 user, 

24. (Original) The process of Claim 23, wherein the received information 
comprises an interest in the results. 

35 25. (Original) The process of Claim 17, wherein the selected source 
comprises a ratings service. 

26. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 17, furth e r compr i sing tho 
st e p of: 
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r e c e iving a sp e cifi e d s e arch param e t e r from th e us e r; 
wherein the solicited information s ele ct e d source comprises one of the 
sp e c i f ie d received search param e ter parameters . 


5 27. (Currently Amended) . The process of Claim 17, wherein the received 
search parameters have an applicability to one or more subjects, the process 
further comprising the steps of: 

r e c ei v i ng at le ast on e- sp e G i f ie d - s e arch param e t e r from th e us e r, e ach 
of th e sp e c i f ie d se arch param e t e r having an appl i oab ili ty to - QR e- or mor e 

10 subj e cts; 

determining a subject matter of the received search query; 

integrating any of the r e ceive d specified search parameters with the 
search query, wherein the integrated received search parameters are 
applicable to the determined subject matter. 

15 

28. (Original) The process of Claim 27. wherein the subject matter is 
explicitly determined from user input. 

29. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 27, wherein the subject 
20 matter is imp l icitjy determined from the received search quen/ parameters . 

30. (Currently Amended) A search enhancement system, comphsing: 

a search engine; 

at least one us e r - s e lectab le source comprising information : 
25 means for receiving a search query entered bv a user at a terminal the 

. search query comprising at least one search parameter specified bv the user; 
means for receiving identification of at least one of the sources 
specified by the user: and 

means for providing a refined search, wherein the refinement 
30 comprises any of 

using information from at least one of the user-specified sources 
in conjunction with the received search parameters to perform the 
search at the search engine: 

performing the search at the search engine with the received 
35 search parameters and subseguentiv refining search results with 

information from at least one of the user-specified sources, and 

performing the search at the search engine with the received 
search parameters and subseguentiv providing any of organizing and 
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sorting of the search results with information from at least one of the 
user-specified sources: and 

means for returning the results of the refined search to any of the user 
and a recipient other than the user . 
5 an app li oat ie n-modu le - assoc i ated w i th th e s e arch e ngin e to s e nd a 

soarch quory to the search eng i n e , to receive a search qu e ry from a uoor, to 
r e c ei v e a s ele ct i on of at le ast on e of th e sources from th e us e r, to r e c e iv e 
r e sults from th e s e arch e ngin e , to e nhanc e th e resu l ts from th e s e arch e ngin e 
bas e d on i nformat i on from th e s ele ct e d s ourc e s . 

10 

31. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 30, wherein the terminal 
, comprises any of a personal computer a laptop computer, a personal digital 

assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile device, a wired device 
and a wireless device appl i cation modul e is adapt e d to r e turn th e e nhanc e d 
15 r e su l ts to th e us e r . 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 30, wherein th e appl i cat i on 
modul e is adapt e d to roturn th e onhancod resu l ts to a r e c i p ie nt at least one of 
the user-specified sources comprises any of a person and an entity 

20 associated with the user . 

33. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 32 30, wherein the recipient is 
selectable by the user. 

25 34. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 32 30, wherein the recipient is 
based on the enhanced results. 

35, (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 32 30, wherein the recipient is 
based on information Input by the user. 

30 

36- (Original) The system of Claim 30, further comprising: 

information received at the application module from a recipient; and 
a selective transmission of the enhanced results to the recipient based 

upon any of the received information and a selection of the recipient by the 
35 user. 

37. (Original) The system of Claim 36, wherein the received information 
. comprises an interest in the enhanced results. 
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38. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 30, whoroln tho applicat i on 
modu le further som pris e s comprisinQ: 

means to query the selected sources ; and 

7-afi4 means to receive information from the selected sources. 

5 

39. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 30, wherein the recipient is 
any of a selected peer, a friend, a family relative, a student, a neighbor, anv 
of a person or entity within a zip code region, and a member of a networl< of 
people associated with the user e nhanc e d r e su l ts compr i s e r e fin e d s ea rch 

10 rosu l ts based upon tho i nformat i on . 

40. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 30 39, wherein the network of 
people comprises anv of people with similar interests and a chain of friends 
e nhanood rocuits compr i oo sorted s e arch rosu l to bas e d upon tho informat i on . 

15 

41. (Original) The system of Claim 30, wherein the selected source 
comprises a ratings service. 

42. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 30, furth e r compris i ng: 
20 at le ast one usor cpooif i ed soarch param e ter; and 

m e ans to e nhanc e th e s e arch r e su l ts bas e d upon th o wherein the 
identified source specified bv the user comprises one of the received 
sp e c i f ie d search param e t e f parameters . 

25 43. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 30, wherein the received 
search parameters have an applicability to one or more subjects, the system 
further comprisinc: 

means for determining a subject matter of the received search query: 

30 . means for integrating anv of the received search parameters with the 

received search query, wherein the integrated received search parameters 

are applicable to the determined subject matter 

ap p li cat i on modu le compr i s e s m e ans to r e c ei v e at l east on e sp e c i f ie d 

s ea rch param e t e r from th e us e r hav i ng an app l icabi li ty to on e or mor e 
35 subjects, and m e ans for int e grat i ng any of the spec i f ie d soarch param o t o r s 

w i th a soarch qu e ry, whoro i n th e i ntegrated s o arch parameters aro app l icab le 

to a d e t e rmin e d sub je ct of th e s e arch qu e ry . 
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44. (Original) The system of Claim 43, wherein the determined subject 
matter is based upon user Input. 

45. (Original) The system of Claim 43, wherein the determined subject 
5 matter is based upon the received search query. 

46. (Currently Amended) A system for e nhanc i ng a c o orch implemented 
across a network, comprising: 

a search query received from a user terminal located on the network^^ 
10 the search querv comprising at least one search parameter specified bv a 
user; 

a source selection received from the user terminal , the source 
selection specified bv the user : Bf\4 

means for providing a refined search, wherein the refinement 
15 comprises any of 

using information from at least one of the user-specified sources 
in coniunctlon with the received search parameters to perform the 
search: 

performing the search with the received search parameters and 
20 subseguentiv refining search results with information from at least one 

of the user-specified sources, and 

performing the search with the received search parameters and 
subseguentiv providing any of organizing and sorting of the search 
results with information from at least one of the user-specified sources: 
25 and 

means for returning the results of the refined search to any of the user 
and a recipient other than the user 

a mod i ficat i on of th o search query based upon i nformation prov l dod 
a oross the n e twerk from the s e l e ct e d couroo . 

30 

47. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 46, wherein the user terminal 
comprises anv of a personal computer, a laptop computer, a personal digital 
assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile device, a wired device 
and a wireless device system i o adapt e d to return rosults of tho modifi e d 

35 s e arch quory to the user torm i nal . 

48. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 46, wherein th o oyotom i s 
adapted to cond the onhancod rocu l tc to a rec i p i ent is at a rec i p ie nt terminal 
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at least one of the user-specified sources comprises any of a person and an 
entity associated with the user . 

49. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 4© 46» wherein the recipient is 
5 selectable through the user terminal. 

50. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 4§ 46, wherein the recipient is 
based on the enhanced results. 

10 51 . (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 4% 46, wherein the recipient is 
based on information input at the user terminal. 

52. (Original) The system of Claim 46, further comprising: 

information received from a recipient at a recipient terminal; and 
15 . a selective transmission of the enhanced results to the recipient based 
upon any of the received information and a selection of the recipient through 
the user terminal. 

53. (Original) The system of Claim 52, wherein the received information 
20 comprises an interest in the enhanced results by the recipient. 

54. (Original) The system of Claim 46, further comprising; 

means to query the selected sources; and 

means to receive information from the selected sources. 

25 

55. (Currently Arhended) The system of Claim 46, wherein the recipient is 
any of a selected oeer. a friend, a family relative, a student a neighbor, any 
of a person or entity within a zip code region, and a member of a network of 
people associated with the user results of tho mod i fied ooarch ou e rv compris e 

30 r e fined search r e su l ts bas e d upon th e i nformat i on . 

56. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 4& 55, wherein the network of 
people comprises any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends 
r o Gu l tG of th o mod i fied ooarch qu e ry comprise sorted search r e su l ts bas e d 

35 upon th e informat i on . 

57. (Original) The system of Claim 46, wherein the selected source 
comprises a ratings sen/ice. 
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Claim 68. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 46, further comprioing: 
at lo aot one spoc i f i ab l e G o arch param o t o r at the uc o r term i nal; and 
m e ans to e nhance th e Goaroh r e su l ts bas e d upon th e wherein the 
identified source specified bv the user comprises one of the received 
5 sp e c i fiab l e search paramot o r parameters > 

59. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 46^ wherein the received 
search parameters have an apolicabilitv to one or more subjects, the system 
further comprising: 

10 moano for roco i v i ng at l oaot ono opoclf i od cearoh paramotor from tho 

user termina l having an app l icabi li ty to ono or mor o subjocts; 

afld means for integrating any of the specified received search 
parameters with a search query, wherein the integrated received search 
parameters are applicable to a determined subject of the received search 

15 query. 

60. (Original) The system of Claim 59, wherein the determined subject 
matter is based upon user input. 

20, 61. (Original) The system of Claim 59, wherein the determined subject 
matter is based upon the received search query. 
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